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DITA Language Reference overview

The design of the Darwin Information Typing Architecture (DITA) is based on deriving
multiple information types, or i nf o-t ypes , from a common, generic topic. This
language reference describes the elements that comprise the topic DTD and its initial,
info-typed descendents: concept, reference, and task.

The elements that make up the DITA design represent a set of different authoring
concerns:

The main components of a topic, concept, reference, or task document,

The common elements available for creating content within the body of a topic,
The elements that make up the two types of tables in DITA,

Elements that represent different subject domains,

Elements that appear in many contexts,

The elements contained in the prolog of a topic,

The elements contained in the related-links part of a topic,

Elements that are available for further specialization,

Commonly referenced descriptions,

and elements contained in a DITA map.

In addition, this reference also describes elements that are used to manage DITA topics,
either for convenience in editing or for production as sets of topics for particular kinds of
deliverables.
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Topic elements

Use the generic topic structure for untyped topics.

dita
The <dita> element provides a top-level container for multiple topics when you create
documents using the ditabase document type. The <dita> element lets you create any
sequence of concept, task, and reference topics, and the ditabase document type lets
you further nest these topic types inside each other. The <dita> element has no particular
output implications; it simply allows you to create multiple topics of different types at the
same level in a single document.
Contains
(topic or concept or task or reference ) (one or more)
Contained by
Not contained by any other element. The root element for the compound DITA document
type.
Inheritance
Not a specializable DITA element.
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
Example
<di ta>
<concept id="batintro">...</concept>
<reference id="batparts" > .. </reference>
<task i d="batfeedi ng">...</task>
<task id="battraini ng"> </task>
<task id="bat cl eanup™>. . </t ask>
</dita>
topic

The <topic> element is the top-level DITA element for a single-subject topic or article.
Other top-level DITA elements that are more content-specific are <concept>, <task>, and
<reference>.

To support applications that are namespace-aware, DITA DTDs and Schemas provide
the following fixed namespaced declarations for topic, and for topic-level elements
derived from topic:

di t aarch: DI TAArchVer si on="1. 0" )
xm ns: di taarch="http://dita. oasi s-open. org/ architecture/2005/"

In DTDs, the “ditaarch” prefix is parameterized to enable future specialization.

All DITA elements take the xm ns="" fixed attribute, which puts them into the null




DITA Language Reference

namespace by default. This attribute is applied via the %global-atts; group.

Contains

(title then ( titlealts ) (optional) then ( shortdesc ) (optional) then ( prolog ) (optional) then
( body ) (optional) then ( related-links ) (optional) then ( topic or concept or task or

reference ) (any number) )
Contained by
dita , topic , concept , task , reference

Inheritance
topic / topic

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default
Value

Required?

id An anchor point. This ID is the target for ID #IMPLIED
references by href and conref attributes,
and for external applications that refer to
DITA content.

No

conref This attribute is used to reference an ID CDATA #IMPLIED
on a topic that can be reused. For
example, you could create a series of
topics in a compound (dita) or nested
context for authoring convenience and
then reference each topic individually into
a new target location. During output
processing, a lookup process will pull the
contents of the first topic into the calling
topic markup that has the conref attribute.

The conref value follows the same
conventions as HTML for normal file
links. To refer to target content in a
different file, put the full URL of that
topic before the # character.

;I'_alrget el sewhere in the sane
ile:
~conr ef =" #t opi ci d" )
First topic in different file:
conref="fil ename. xm "
Splecn‘lc topic in different
Ile:
conref="fil ename. xnm #t opi ci d"

No

%select-atts; (platform, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not
product, audience, %select-atts; entity applicable
otherprops, importance,
rev, status)

Not
applicable

xml:lang Specifies the language of the element NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED
content. When no xml:lang value is
supplied, the default value of English is
assumed. For example, if there is a note
element with the attribute xml:lang set to
the value "es-es," then the label on the
note, which is normally output as "Note" is
now output in Spanish as "Nota." The

No
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allowed xml:lang values are based on

Language Codes (see W3C: Language
tagging in HTML and XML ).

ISO-3166 Country Codes and RFC 3066

DITAArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.0” Yes
that is in use. (version
dependent;
will
increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that are | CDATA ui-d hi-d pr-d | No
included in the DTD. sw-d
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

class, outputclass

Example
<topic id="t oPi c"> ] )
<title>Sone little topic</title>
<b0d¥; ) .
<p>Here's a <b><i>cute</i></b>,
< |>I|ttle</b> topic. </ p>
<ul >

<li>Sonme itenx/li>
<li>Anot her itenx/li>
</ ul >

</ body>

</t opi c>

title

The <title> element contains a heading or label for the main parts of a topic, including the
topic as a whole, its sections and examples, and its labelled content, such as figures and

tables.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or g or boolean or state
or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or varname or

wintitle or tm or image ) (any number)

Contained by

topic , section , example , fig , figgroup , linklist , table , concept , task , reference , refsyn
, syntaxdiagram , synblk , groupseq , groupchoice , groupcomp , fragment

Inheritance
topic / title
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts; entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
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class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<topic id="topic"> ) )
<title>Sone little topic</title>
<bod§> ]

<p>Sone di scourse. </ p>
</ body>
</topic>

titlealts
The alternate title element (<titlealts>) is optional, but can occur after the topic title. Two
elements can be inserted as sub-elements of <titlealts>: navigation title <navtitle> and
search title <searchtitle>.
When your DITA topic is transformed to XHTML, the <searchtitle> element is used to
create a title element at the top of the resulting XHTML file. This title may differ from the
first level heading that shows in the main browser window. In HTML output, the <navtitle>
may be used to create navigation panels when your DITA topics are part of an
HTML-based help or information system. The design intent is to enable navigation for
HTML Help and Eclipse help systems.
When the <titlealts> element is absent, the title element for is used for all purposes.
Contains
( ( navtitle ) (optional) then ( searchtitle ) (optional) )
Contained by
topic , concept , task , reference
Inheritance
topic / titlealts
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts; entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class A common attribute described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<task id="progexanple"> ] ]
<titl e>Exanpl e of Required Programm ng</title> ) )
<titleal ts><navtitl| e>Progranm ng Exanpl e</navtitle></titlealts>
<taskbody> . . . </taskbody>
</task>
navtitle

The navigation title (<navtitle>) element is one of a set of alternate titles that can be

10
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included inside the <titlealts> element. This navigation title may differ from the first level
heading that shows in the main browser window. Use <navtitle> when the actual title of
the topic isn't appropriate for use in navigation panes or online contents (for example,
because the actual title is too long).

Contains

(text data or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or
varname or wintitle or term ) (any number)

Contained by

titlealts
Inheritance
topic / navtitle
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts; entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class A common attribute described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<t ask id=progexanpl e"> ) ) ) )
<titl e>Publishi n?. a DITA information set in PDF</title>
<titl|ealts><naviitle>Publishing in PDF</navtitle></titlealts>
<t askbody> . . </t askbody>
</task>
searchtitle

When your DITA topic is transformed to XHTML, the <searchtitle> element is used to
create a title element at the top of the resulting HTML file. This title is normally used in
search result summaries by some search engines, such as that in Eclipse (
http://eclipse.org ); if not set, the XHTML's title element defaults to the source topic's title
content (which may not be as well optimized for search summaries)

Contains

( text data or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or
varname or wintitle or term ) (any number)

Contained by

titlealts

Contained by
topicmeta

Inheritance
topic / searchtitle

Attributes

11
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Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts; entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class A common attribute described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<t ask i d="progexanpl e">
<title>Progranm ng arrpl e< | tle>
<titlealts><searchtitl e>Ex | e of Required
Programm ng</searchtitle></titleal ts>
<taskbody> . . . </taskbod y
</t ask>
shortdesc

The short description (<shortdesc>) element occurs between the topic title and the topic
body, as the initial paragraph-like content of a topic. The short description, which
represents the purpose or theme of the topic, is also intended to be used as a link

preview and for searching.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u oriortt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or q or boolean or state
or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or varname or

wintitle or tm or image ) (any number)

Contained by
topic , concept , task , reference

Contained by

topicmeta
Inheritance
topic / shortdesc
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts; entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

class, outputclass

Example

<t ask_ id="abstract exanpl e">
<title>Abstract Exanple</title>

12
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<shortdesc>Thi s docunentati on addresses nessages...</shortdesc>
/t<t Eskbody>. .. </taskbody>
< ask>

body
The <body> element is the container for the main content of a <topic>.
Contains
(p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or codeblock or msgblock or screen
or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image or object or table or simpletable or
required-cleanup or section or example ) (any number)
Contained by
topic
Inheritance
topic / body
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<t opi c> )
<ti Ie>...</}|tlle>
<prol og>. .. </ prol og>
<gody?g. .. p </ bgdy>
</t opi c>
section

The <section> element represents an organizational division in a topic. Sections are used
to organize subsets of information that are directly related to the topic. For example, the
tittes Reference Syntax, Example and Properties might represent section-level
discourse within a topic about a command-line process—the content in each section
relates uniquely to the subject of that topic. Multiple sections within a single topic do not
represent a hierarchy, but rather peer divisions of that topic. Sections cannot be nested.
A section may have an optional title.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Iq or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or title or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by

13
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body , conbody , refbody

Inheritance
topic / section
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

example

Example
<reference id="reference">
<titl e>Copy mrand</titl e>
< ref body>
<sectjon> .
<title>Purpose</title>
This little command copies
t hi n%:]js
</ secti on>
</ r ef body>
</reference>

The <example> element is a section with the specific role of containing examples that
illustrate or support the current topic. The <example> element has the same content
model as <section>.

DITA uses <example> to contain both discussion and sample code or outputs. Hence, in
a DITA topic, to represent programming code and results within the discussion in an
example, use the <codeblock> and <systemoutput> elements within the example
element. For lines of text, use the <lines> element. For pre-formatted text such as email
headers, use the <pre> element.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Iqg or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or title or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
body , conbody , taskbody , refbody

14
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Inheritance
topic / example
Attributes
Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

related-links

The related information links of a topic (<related-links> element) are stored in a special
section following the body of the topic. After a topic is processed into it final output form,
the related links are usually displayed at the end of the topic, although some Web-based

help systems might display them in a separate navigation frame.

Prerequisite links are an exception (that is, in which importance="required" and the role is
compatible—not ancestor/parent/child/descendant/next). These get sorted after the

<shortdesc> (all topics) or after the <prereq> section (for tasks).

Processing notes:
1. PDF output typically ignores hierarchical links, for example

ancestor/parent/child/descendant/next/previous/sibling, although it may include

some child links to produce summaries at the start of chapters.

2. Links not in a <linklist> will be sorted on output based on type, role, and importance.

3. The value of the format attribute defaults to “dita” unless the attribute
scope="external", when format is assumed to be not-dita.

Contains
(link or linklist or linkpool ) (one or more)

Contained by
topic , concept , task , reference

Inheritance
topic / related-links
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%rel-atts; (type, role, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
otherrole) %rel-atts; entity applicable applicable

15
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%select-atts; (platform,
product, audience,
otherprops, importance,
rev, status)

A set of related attributes, described at
%select-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

format

The format attribute identifies the format
of the resource being cross referenced.
The default format is “dita” .

Possible values include:

dita
The destination uses DITA topic
markup, or markup specialized
from a DITA topic. Unless
otherwise specified, the

corresponding default type will be
treated as "topic."

html

The format of the linked-to
resource is HTML or XHTML.

pdf
The format of the linked-to

resource is PDF (opens a new
window).

ditamap

The linked-to resource is a DITA
map. It represents a referenced
hierarchy at a position within
referencing hierarchy, and a
referenced relationship table
included outside the referencing
hierarchy

(no value)
Defaults to "dita"

For other formats, you can use the file
extension without the "." (for example,
in a link to file "readme.txt", use "txt"

as the value)

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

scope

The scope attribute identifies the
closeness of the relationship between the
current document and the target resource.

e Setscopetol ocal when the
resource is part of the current set of
content, and should be accessed
and copied to the output directory.

» Set scope to peer when the
resource is part of the current set of
content but is not accessible at
build time.

e Set scope to ext er nal when the
resource is not part of the current
information set and should open in
a new browser window.

The defaultis | ocal .

(local | peer
| external)

#IMPLIED

No

16
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%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<task id=
<title>Cr
<t askbody
<rel at ed

<link h
</rel te
</tas

r
d

|
tln? an SQ_J file</title>
t askbody>

"s
Crea
>,
| nks>
e

i nks>
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Concept elements

Use the concept topic to introduce the background or overview information for tasks or
reference topics. The concept topic has the restriction that following a section or
example, only other sections or examples are permitted as content.

con cept
The <concept> element is the top-level element for a topic that answers the question
“what is?” Concepts provide background information that users must know before they
can successfully work with a product or interface. Often, a concept is an extended
definition of a major abstraction such as a process or function. It might also have an
example or a graphic, but generally the structure of a concept is fairly simple.
Contains
(title then ( titlealts ) (optional) then ( shortdesc ) (optional) then ( prolog ) (optional) then
( conbody ) (optional) then ( related-links ) (optional) then ( topic or concept or task or
reference ) (any number) )
Contained by
dita , topic , concept , task , reference
Inheritance
topic / topic , concept / concept
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
id An anchor point. This ID is the target for ID #IMPLIED No
references by href and conref attributes,
and for external applications that refer to
DITA content.
conref This attribute is used to reference an ID CDATA #IMPLIED No

on a topic that can be reused. For
example, you could create a series of
topics in a compound (dita) or nested
context for authoring convenience and
then reference each topic individually into
a new target location. During output
processing, a lookup process will pull the
contents of the first topic into the calling
topic markup that has the conref attribute.

The conref value follows the same
conventions as HTML for normal file
links. To refer to target content in a
different file, put the full URL of that
topic before the # character.

;I'_alrget el sewhere in the sane
ile:
~conr ef =" #t opi ci d" )
First topic in different file:
conref="fil enane. xm "
fSpleC|f|c topic in different
1l e:
conref ="fil enane. xm #t opi ci d"
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%select-atts; (platform, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
product, audience, %select-atts; entity applicable applicable
otherprops, importance,
rev, status)
xml:lang Specifies the language of the element NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
content. When no xml:lang value is
supplied, the default value of English is
assumed. For example, if there is a note
element with the attribute xml:lang set to
the value "es-es," then the label on the
note, which is normally output as "Note" is
now output in Spanish as "Nota." The
allowed xml:lang values are based on
ISO-3166 Country Codes and RFC 3066
Language Codes (see W3C: Language
tagging in HTML and XML ).
DITAArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.0” Yes
that is in use. (version
dependent;
will
increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that are | CDATA ui-d hi-d pr-d | No
included in the DTD. sw-d
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<concept id="concept"> . ) )
<title> ntroduction to Bird Calling</titl|e> )
<shortdesc>If you wish to attract nore birds to your Acne Bird Feeder,
learn the art of bird calling. Bird calling is an efficient vva%/
to alert nore birds to the presence of your bird feeder.</shoridesc>
<conbody> . . .
:Brglrd calling requires |earning:</p>

<l i >Popul ar and cl assi cal bird songs</li>
<li>How to whistle like a bird</Ili>
</ ul >
</ conbody>
</ concept >

conbody

The <conbody> element is the main body-level element for a concept. Like the <body>
element of a general <topic>, <conbody> allows paragraphs, lists, and other elements as
well as sections and examples. But <conbody> has a constraint that a section or an
example can be followed only by other sections or examples.

Contains

((porlqg or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or codeblock or msgblock or screen
or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image or object or table or simpletable or
required-cleanup ) (any number) then ( section or example ) (any number) )

Contained by
concept
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Inheritance

topic / body , concept / conbody

Attributes

Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

20
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Reference elements

Use the reference elements to describe regular features of sets of things, most commonly
the commands in a programming language. However, this format is also suitable for
recipes, bibliographies, catalogues, and similar collections of structured descriptive
prose.

reference

The <reference> element defines a top-level container for a reference topic. Reference
topics document programming constructs or facts about a product. Examples of
reference topics include language elements, class descriptions, commands, functions,
statements, protocols, types, declarators, operands, and API information, which provide
quick access to facts, but no explanation of concepts or procedures. Reference topics
have the same high-level structure as any other topic type, with a title, short description,
and body. Within the body, reference topics are typically organized into one or more
sections, property lists, and tables. The reference topic type provides general rules that
apply to all kinds of reference information, using elements like <refsyn> for syntax or
signatures, and <properties> for lists of properties and values.

Contains

(title then ( titlealts ) (optional) then ( shortdesc ) (optional) then ( prolog ) (optional) then
(refbody ) (optional) then ( related-links ) (optional) then ( topic or concept or task or
reference ) (any number) )

Contained by
dita , topic , concept , task , reference

Inheritance
topic / topic , reference / reference

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value

id An anchor point. This ID is the target for ID #IMPLIED No
references by href and conref attributes,
and for external applications that refer to
DITA content.

conref This attribute is used to reference an ID CDATA #IMPLIED No
on a topic that can be reused. For
example, you could create a series of
topics in a compound (dita) or nested
context for authoring convenience and
then reference each topic individually into
a new target location. During output
processing, a lookup process will pull the
contents of the first topic into the calling
topic markup that has the conref attribute.

The conref value follows the same
conventions as HTML for normal file
links. To refer to target content in a
different file, put the full URL of that
topic before the # character.
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;I'alrget el sewhere in the sane
ile:

~conr ef =" #t opi ci d" )
First topic in different file:
conref ="fi| ename. xm "
fSplemflc topic in different
Ile:
conref="fil ename. xn #t opi ci d"

%select-atts; (platform, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
product, audience, %select-atts; entity applicable applicable
otherprops, importance,
rev, status)
xml:lang Specifies the language of the element NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
content. When no xml:lang value is
supplied, the default value of English is
assumed. For example, if there is a note
element with the attribute xml:lang set to
the value "es-es," then the label on the
note, which is normally output as "Note" is
now output in Spanish as "Nota." The
allowed xml:lang values are based on
ISO-3166 Country Codes and RFC 3066
Language Codes (see W3C: Language
tagging in HTML and XML ).
DITAArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.0” Yes
that is in use. (version
dependent;
will
increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that are | CDATA ui-d hi-d pr-d | No
included in the DTD. sw-d
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

refbody

Example

<reference i d="refexanple">
<title>A reference topic/title>
<r ef body> ) . .
<refsyn>Descri be command or api syntax here, possibly
using’ & t;synph> or & t;syntax> markup for explicit
definition of syntax or prototype construction.
</refsyn>
<sectijon> . . .
<title>Some section title</title>
</ section>
<properties>

<property>
<pr opt yr)e>t ype</ pr opt ype>
<pr opval ue>val ue</ pr opval ue>
<propdesc>descri pt 1 on</ propdesc>
</ property>
</ properties>
</ ref body>
</reference>

The <refbody> element is a container for the main content of the reference topic.
Reference topics limit the body structure to tables (both simple and standard), property
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lists, syntax sections, and generic sections and examples, in any sequence or number.

Reference topics represent the kind of information that users typically consult to
understand programming objects, statements, commands, configuration file options,
recipes, terminological descriptions, and so forth.

Contains

( ( section or refsyn or example or table or simpletable or properties ) (any number) )

Contained by

reference
Inheritance
topic / body , reference / refbody
Attributes
Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
See reference .
refsyn
The <refsyn> element is a special section inside a reference topic. The section often
contains syntax or signature content (for example, a command-line utility's calling syntax,
or an API's signature). The <refsyn> contains a brief, possibly diagrammatic description
of the subject's interface or high-level structure.
Contains
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or title or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)
Contained by
refbody
Inheritance
topic / section , reference / refsyn
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
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Value
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

See reference .

properties

The <properties> element gives a list of properties for the subject of the current topic, for
example whether a class is public or protected. Each property can include the type,
value, and a description. The typical rendering is usually in a table-like format. To
represent multiple values for a type, just create additional property elements and use only
the <propvalue> element (and <propdesc> when needed) for each successive value.

Contains

( ( prophead ) (optional) then ( property ) (one or more) )

Contained by

refbody

Inheritance
topic / simpletable , reference / properties

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

relcolwidth

A relative value to specify the width of a
column in relationship to the width of the
other columns for print output. The
values are totaled and made a percent.
For example:

rel col wi dt h="1* 2* 3*"

causes widths of 16.7%, 33.3%, and
66.7%.

rel col wi dt h="90* 150*"

causes width of 37.5% and 62.5%.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

keycol

Defines the column that will be used for
row headings. No value indicates no key
column. When present, the numerical
value causes the specified column to be

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No
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highlighted as a vertical header.

refcols Designates columns that contain NMTOKENS | #iMPLIED No
references, and are candidates for
automated linking (not currently
supported). Columns are identified by a
comma-delimited list of numbers (for
example: 1, 3).

%display-atts; (scale, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
frame, expanse) %display-atts; entity applicable applicable
%univ-atts; (Yselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)

spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by

authors.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

<properties>
<pr ophead>

<pr opt ypehd>Vi sual El ement </ pr opt ypehd>
<pr opval uehd>Val ue</ pr opval uehd>
<propdeschd>| npl i cat | on</ pr opdeschd>
<property>
<pr opt ype>col or </ pr opt ype>
<propval ue>r ed</ pr opval ue>
<pr opdesc>depi cts anger </ propdesc>

</ property>
<property>
<propval ue>gr een</ propval ue>
<propdesc>depi cts perm ssi on</ propdesc>
</ property>
</ properties>

property

The <property> element represents a property of the current topic's subject. For example,
if the current topic is a class, the property might show that the class is protected rather
than public. It contains three optional elements: type, value, and description.
Contains
( ( proptype ) (optional) then ( propvalue ) (optional) then ( propdesc ) (optional) )
Contained by
properties
Inheritance
topic / strow , reference / property
Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?

Value
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%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable

xml:lang)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

See properties .

proptype
The proptype element describes the type of property.
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or g or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or image or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)
Contained by
Inheritance
topic / stentry , reference / proptype
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default header title for a
specialized stentry element. Not intended
for direct use by authors.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

propdesc

See properties .
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(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Iqg or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or image ) (any number)

Contained by

property
Inheritance
topic / stentry , reference / propdesc
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default header title for a
specialized stentry element. Not intended
for direct use by authors.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
See properties .
propvalue
The <propvalue> element indicates the value or values for the current property type. You
can put values in separate rows if they need separate descriptions, and just leave the
<proptype> element blank.
Contains
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or image or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)
Contained by
property
Inheritance
topic / stentry , reference / propvalue
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?

Value
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%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default header title for a
specialized stentry element. Not intended
for direct use by authors.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

See properties .

prophead
The prophead element supports regular headings for the properties element.
Contains
( ( proptypehd ) (optional) then ( propvaluehd ) (optional) then ( propdeschd ) (optional) )
Contained by
properties
Inheritance
topic / sthead , reference / prophead
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

See properties .
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Task elements

Use the task topic to describe the steps of a particular task, or to provide an overview of a
higher-level task. The task topic includes sections for describing the context,
prerequisites, actual steps, expected results, example, and expected next steps for a

task.
task
The <task> element is the top-level element for a task topic. Tasks are the main building
blocks for task-oriented user assistance. They generally provide step-by-step instructions
that will enable a user to perform a task. A task answers the question of "how to?" by
telling the user precisely what to do and the order in which to do it. Tasks have the same
high-level structure as other topics, with a title, short description and body.
Contains
(title then ( titlealts ) (optional) then ( shortdesc ) (optional) then ( prolog ) (optional) then
( taskbody ) (optional) then ( related-links ) (optional) then ( topic or concept or task or
reference ) (any number) )
Contained by
dita , topic , concept , task , reference
Inheritance
topic / topic , task / task
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
id An anchor point. This ID is the target for ID #IMPLIED No
references by href and conref attributes,
and for external applications that refer to
DITA content.
conref This attribute is used to reference an ID CDATA #IMPLIED No

on a topic that can be reused. For
example, you could create a series of
topics in a compound (dita) or nested
context for authoring convenience and
then reference each topic individually into
a new target location. During output
processing, a lookup process will pull the
contents of the first topic into the calling
topic markup that has the conref attribute.

The conref value follows the same
conventions as HTML for normal file
links. To refer to target content in a
different file, put the full URL of that
topic before the # character.

;I'alrget el sewhere in the sane
ile:

~conr ef =" #t opi ci d" )

First topic in different file:
conref ="fi| ename. xm "

Specific topic in different
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file:
conref ="fil ename. xm #t opi ci d"

%select-atts; (platform, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
product, audience, %select-atts; entity applicable applicable
otherprops, importance,
rev, status)
xml:lang Specifies the language of the element NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
content. When no xml:lang value is
supplied, the default value of English is
assumed. For example, if there is a note
element with the attribute xml:lang set to
the value "es-es," then the label on the
note, which is normally output as "Note" is
now output in Spanish as "Nota." The
allowed xml:lang values are based on
ISO-3166 Country Codes and RFC 3066
Language Codes (see W3C: Language
tagging in HTML and XML ).
DITAArchVersion Designates the version of the architecture | CDATA “1.0” Yes
that is in use. (version
dependent;
will
increase)
domains Indicates the specialized domains that are | CDATA ui-d hi-d pr-d | No
included in the DTD. sw-d
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<task id="sq

li">

<title>Creating an SQ.J file</title>

<t askbod

>
<cont ex¥>0nce you have set up SQLJ, you need to create a new SQ.J file.
</ cont ext >
<st eps>
<st ep><cnd>QCpen. . . </ cnd></ st ep>
</ st eps>
</t askbody>
</ task>

taskbody

The <taskbody> element is the main body-level element inside a task topic. A task body
has a very specific structure, with the following elements in this order: <prereqg>,
<context>, <steps>, <result, <example> and <postreq>. Each of the body sections are
optional.

Contains

( ( prereq ) (optional) then ( context ) (optional) then ( steps or steps-unordered )
(optional) then ( result) (optional) then ( example ) (optional) then ( postreq ) (optional) )

Contained by
task
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Inheritance

topic / body , task / taskbody

Attributes

Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example
See task .
postreq
The <postreg> element describes steps or tasks that the user should do after the
successful completion of the current task. It is often supported by links to the next task or
tasks in the <related-links> section.
Contains
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)
Contained by
taskbody
Inheritance
topic / section , task / postreq
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example
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<postreqg>Notify the proctor upon conpleting this self-test.</postreqg>

prereq
The pre-requisite (<prereg>) section of a task should document things the user needs to
know or do before starting the current task. Prerequisite links will be placed in a list after
the related-links section; on output the <prereg> links from the related-links section are
added to the <prereqg> section.
Contains
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or g or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Iq or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)
Contained by
taskbody
Inheritance
topic / section , task / prereq
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<task id="sqlj"> ) )
<title>Creating an SQ.J file</title>
<t askbody> ] )
<prereqg>Before creating a new SQ.J file, you nust
log into the SQLJ server.</prereq>
</t askbody>
</ task>
result

The <result> element describes the expected outcome for the task as a whole.
Note: If this is the outcome of a specific step, put this in the <stepresult> element
instead.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
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boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by

taskbody
Inheritance
topic / section , task / result
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<task id="sqlj"> . .
<titleCreating an SQ.J file</title>
<t askbod%/> )
<cont exi >Once you have set up SQ.J, you need to create a new SQ.J file.
You cannot add #sqlj statenents directly in the Source pane of the
Wor kbench. </ context>
<resul t>The SQLJ file is successfully created when the SQ.J server
di spl ays the "File Created" dial og.</result>
</t askbody>
</t ask>
context

The <context> section of a task provides background information for the task. This
information helps the user understand what the purpose of the task is and what they will
gain by completing the task. This section should be brief and does not replace or recreate
a concept topic on the same subject, although the context section may include some
conceptual information.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or g or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
taskbody

Inheritance
topic / section , task / context
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Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

Example

<task id="sqglj"> : :

<title>Creating an SQ.J file</title>

<t askbody> ]
<cont ext >Once you have set up SQ.J, you need to create a new SQ.J file.
<“:ontkext>

</ task>

steps
The <steps> section of a task provides the main content of the task topic. The task is
described as a series of steps that the user must follow to accomplish the task. One or
more <steps> elements is required inside the <steps> section.
Two or more steps appear as an ordered list. A single step appears as a paragraph. If all
of the contained steps are simple (that is, have no more than a <cmd> element each)
then the step list should default to compact. Otherwise it should be formatted as
uncompact (with blank lines between each step on output).
Contains
( (step) (one or more) )
Contained by
taskbody
Inheritance
topic / ol , task / steps
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
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Example

<task id="sqglj"> : :
<title>Creating an SQ.J file</title>
<t askbody>
<cont ext >Once you have set up SQ.J, you need to create a new SQ.J
file.</context>
<st eps>
<step> ) )
<cnd>ln a text editor, create a new file.</cnd>
</ st ep>
<step> .
<cnd>Enter the first query statement.</cnd>
</ st ep>
</ st eps>
</ taskbody>
</task>

steps-unordered

Like the <steps> element, the <steps-unordered> section of a task provides the main
content of the task topic, but particularly for cases in which the order of steps may vary
from one situation to another. One or more steps is required inside the
<steps-unordered> section.

Two or more steps appear as an unordered list. A single step appears as a paragraph. If
all of the contained steps are simple (that is, have no more than a <cmd> element each)
then the list should default to compact. Otherwise it should be formatted as uncompact
(with blank lines between each step on output).

Contains

(( step) (one or more) )

Contained by

taskbody
Inheritance
topic / ul , task / steps-unordered
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<task id="sqlj"> . .
<title>Creating an SQ.J file</title>

>
. ¥>O1ce you have set up SQ.J, you need to create a new SQ.J
file.</context>

<t askbod
<cont ex

<st eps-unor der ed> )
<step><cnd>ln a text editor,

</ st eps- unor der ed>
</t askbody>
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</task>

step
The <step> element represents an action that a user must follow to accomplish a task.
Each step in a task must contain a command <cmd> element which describes the
particular action the user must do to accomplish the overall task. The step element can
also contain information <info>, substeps <substeps>, tutorial information <tutorialinfo>, a
step example <stepxmp>, choices <choices> or a stepresult <stepresult>, although these
are optional.
Contains
( cmd then (info or substeps or tutorialinfo or stepxmp or choicetable or choices ) (any
number) then ( stepresult ) (optional) )
Contained by
steps , steps-unordered
Inheritance
topic / li , task / step
Attributes
Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
importance The attribute indicates whether the optional | #IMPLIED No
element it modifies is optional or required. | required
%select-atts; A set of related attributes, described at
select-atts .
Note: For this element, the attribute
importance has only the values “required”
and “optional.”
%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts; entity applicable applicable
translate Indicates whether the content of the yes | no #IMPLIED No
element should be translated or not.
xml:lang Specifies the language of the element NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
content. When no xml:lang value is
supplied, the default value of English is
assumed. For example, if there is a note
element with the attribute xml:lang set to
the value "es-es," then the label on the
note, which is normally output as "Note" is
now output in Spanish as "Nota." The
allowed xml:lang values are based on
ISO-3166 Country Codes and RFC 3066
Language Codes (see W3C: Language
tagging in HTML and XML ).
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
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Example

<task id="sqglj"> : :

<title>Creating an SQ.J file</title>

<t askbody> ]
<cont ext >Once you have set up SQ.J, you need to create a new SQ.J file.
</ cont ext >

<steps>

<st ep><cmd>Sel ect ) .
<menucascade><ui control >Fi | e</ ui c
<info>New files are created with
tenpl ate. </i nf o>

</ step>

</ st eps>

</t askbody>

</t ask>

oI t><ui cont r ol >New</ ui control >. </ cnd>
u

ontr
defa val ues based on a standard

choices
The <choices> element contains a list of <choice> elements. It is used when the user will
need to choose one of several actions while performing the steps of a task.
Contains
( (choice ) (one or more) )
Contained by
step
Inheritance
topic / ul , task / choices
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<st ep><cmd>Choose a server. </ cnd>
<chol ces>
<choi ce>lf you have a renbte server you want to test on, type the
I P address or hostnane of the server here, </choice> )
<choi ce>lf you want to do |local testing, just type |ocal host.</choice>
</ choi ces>
</ st ep>
choice

Each <choice> element describes one way that the user could accomplish the current
step.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or g or
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boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or itemgroup or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn
or indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by

choices
Inheritance
topic / li, task / choice
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class A common attribute described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<st ep><cmd>Choose a server. </ cnd>
<choi ces>
<choi ce>lf you have a renbte server you want to test on, type the
I P address or” hostnanme of the server here. </choi ce> )
<choi ce>lf you want to do |local testing, just type |ocal host.</choice>
</ choi ces>
</ st ep>
stepxmp

The step example (<stepxmp>) element is used to illustrate a step of a task. The
example can be a couple of words, or an entire paragraph.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
step , substep

Inheritance

topic / itemgroup , task / stepxmp

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value

%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
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%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<st ep>

<cnd>Type a nanme for the widget.</cnd> )
<useri nput >mywi dget </ user i nput ></ st epxnp>

<st epxnp>For exanpl e,

</ st ep>
substeps
The <substeps> element allows you to break a step down into a series of separate
actions, and should be used only if necessary. Try to describe the steps of atask in a
single level of steps. If you need to use more than one level of substep nesting, you
should probably rewrite the task to simplify it.
Contains
( substep ) (one or more)
Contained by
step
Inheritance
topic / ol , task / substeps
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<subst eps> o o
<subst ep><cnd>Hol d pencil in a steady, |evel position.</cmi></substep>
<subst ep><cnd>Turn handl e until| resistance di m nishes. </ cnd> )
<info>Note: initially, it may be sonewhat difficult to turn the handle if
penci| has never beenh sharpened before. </info></substep>
<ﬁubst ep><cnd>To determne if pencil is sharp, renove It fromthe
shar pener

substep

and | nspect the tip.</cmd></substep>
</ subst eps>

A <substep> element has the same structure as a <step>, except that it does not allow
lists of choices or substeps within it, in order to prevent unlimited nesting of steps.
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Contains

( cmd then (info or tutorialinfo or stepxmp ) (any number) then ( stepresult ) (optional) )

Contained by

substeps

Inheritance
topic / li , task / substep

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

importance

The attribute indicates whether the
element it modifies is optional or required.

optional |
required

#IMPLIED

No

%select-atts;

A set of related attributes, described at
select-atts .

Note: For this element, the attribute
importance has only the values “required”
and “optional.”

%id-atts; (id, conref)

A set of related attributes, described at
%id-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

translate

Indicates whether the content of the
element should be translated or not.

yes | no

#IMPLIED

No

xml:lang

Specifies the language of the element
content. When no xml:lang value is
supplied, the default value of English is
assumed. For example, if there is a note
element with the attribute xml:lang set to
the value "es-es," then the label on the
note, which is normally output as "Note" is
now output in Spanish as "Nota." The
allowed xml:lang values are based on
ISO-3166 Country Codes and RFC 3066
Language Codes (see W3C: Language
tagging in HTML and XML ).

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

See substeps .

cmd

The command (<cmd>) element is required as the first element inside a <step>. It

provides the active voice instruction to the user for completing the step, and should not
be more than one sentence. If the step needs additional explanation, this can follow the
<cmd> element inside an info element.

Contains

( text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
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b or u oriortt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or image or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
step , substep

Inheritance
topic / ph, task / cmd
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
keyref Currently not implemented in DITA NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
processors. Provides a key that a process
can use to associate the <cmd> with
another task that provides more details for
that particular step.
%univ-atts; (Yselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<step><cmd>ln a text editor, create a new file. </ cnd></step>
info

The information element (<info>) occurs inside a <step> element to provide additional
information about the step.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
step , substep

Inheritance
topic / itemgroup , task / info
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
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Value

%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

stepresult

Example

<step><cmd>Type a nane for the w dget.</cnd>

<i nf o>The wi dget nane is_created en you configure the w dget
in the Wdget Configuration Dialog. It is not an actual class

nane or file name, just a label for the widget as used in this
appl i cation. </info>

</ st ep>

The <stepresult> element provides information on the expected outcome of a step. If a
user interface is being documented, the outcome could describe a dialog box opening, or
the appearance of a progress indicator. Step results are useful to assure a user that they
are on track, but should not be used for every step, as this quickly becomes tedious.

Contains

( text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or g or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
step , substep

Inheritance
topic / itemgroup , task / stepresult
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<step>. 1o F
<cnd i nportance="urgent">0Once you have the water place it in the
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m cr owave. </ cnd> ) ) )
<info>Try not to spill any, as water is very wet.</info>
<subst eps>. )

<substep i nportance="required">
<cmd>Start the M crowave. </ cnd>

<st epxnp>As an exanpl e, push the <b>Start</b> button</stepxnp>

<stepresult >The M crowave starts running. You should hear it
humm ng. </ stepresult>

</ subst ep> .

<substep inmportance="optional ">

<cnd>Once the water begins to boil, stop the M crowave. </ cnmd>

</ subst ep>
</ subst eps>
</ step>

tutorialinfo

The tutorial info (<tutorialinfo>) element contains information that is included in a step
when a task is part of a tutorial. The <tutorialinfo> element allows you to turn a task into a
learning exercise by including explanatory content about methods for completing the
current step. The information should be excluded when a task is processed on its own.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u oriortt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or
indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
step , substep

Inheritance
topic / itemgroup , task / tutorialinfo
Attributes
Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<st eps>
<st ep> )
<cnd>Do t hi s</ crmd> . . )
<tutorialinfo>ln your editor, open the first elenent and click on
the dial og. </tutorialinfo>
</ st ep>
<step>
<cnd>Do t hat </ cnd> ) o
<tutorialinfo>Mve the framul ator into the foobar box.</tutorialinfo>
</ st ep>
</ st eps>
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choicetable

The <choicetable> element contains a series of optional choices available within a step of
a task.

Contains

( (chhead ) (optional) then ( chrow ) (one or more) )

Contained by

step

Inheritance
topic / simpletable , task / choicetable

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

relcolwidth

A relative value to specify the width of a
column in relationship to the width of the
other columns for print output. The
values are totaled and made a percent.
For example:

rel col wi dt h="1* 2* 3*"

causes widths of 16.7%, 33.3%, and
66.7%.

rel col wi dt h="90* 150*"
causes width of 37.5% and 62.5%.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

keycol

Defines the column that will be used for
row headings. No value indicates no key
column. When present, the numerical
value causes the specified column to be
highlighted as a vertical header.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

refcols

Designates columns that contain
references, and are candidates for
automated linking (not currently
supported). Columns are identified by a
comma-delimited list of numbers (for
example: 1, 3).

NMTOKENS

#IMPLIED

No

%display-atts; (scale,
frame, expanse)

A set of related attributes, described at
%display-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;,
%id-atts;, translate,
xml:lang)

A set of related attributes, described at
%univ-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

spectitle

The specialized title attribute allows
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable
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class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<st ep><cnmd>Then t hi s</ cnd>

<choi cet abl e>
<chhead> ) )
<chopti onhd>Do somet hi ng</ chopt i onhd>
<chdeschd>And t hi s happens</ chdeschd>
</ chhead> ] ) ]
<chr ow><chopti on>Do t hi s</chopti on>

<chdesc>and this wi |l happen</chdesc></chrow>

<chr ow><chopt i on>Do t hat </ chopti on>

<chdesc>and that w || happen</chdesc></chrow>

</ choi cet abl e>
</ step>

chrow

The <chrow> element is a container inside the <choicetable> element. The <chrow>
element contains both a <choption> and <chdesc> element as a pair.

Contains
( (choption ) then ( chdesc))

Contained by

choicetable

Inheritance

topic / strow , task / chrow

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<st ep><cnd>Then t hi s</ cnd>
<subst eps>

<substep i nportance="optional "><cnd>whi ch is done by doi ng

t hi s</ cmd></ subst ep>

<substep i nportance="required"><cnmd>and then this.</cml></substep>

</ subst eps>
<choi cet abl e>
<chhead>

<chopti onhd>Do sonet hi ng</ chopti onhd>

<chdeschd>Or El se thi s</chdeschd>
</ chhead> ] ) ]
<chr ow><chopti on>Do t hi s</choption>

<chdesc>and this w |l happen</chdesc></chrow>

<chr ow><chaopt i on>Do t hat </ chopti on>

<chdesc>and that w || happen</chdesc></chrow>

</ choi cet abl e>
</ st ep>
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chhead
The <chhead> element is a container inside the <choicetable> element that provides
specific heading text to override the default Options and Description headings. The
<chhead> element contains both a choptionhd and chdeschd element as a pair.
Contains
( ( choptionhd ) then ( chdeschd ) )
Contained by
choicetable
Inheritance
topic / sthead , task / chhead
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
<st ep><cmd>Then t hi s</ cnd>
<subst eps>. . . . :
<subst ep i nportance="optional "><cnd>whi ch is done by doing
t hi s</ cnd></ subst ep> ) )
<substep i nportance="required"><cmd>and then this.</cnml></substep>
</ subst eps>
<choi cet abl e>
<chhead> . .
<chopt i onhd>Do sonet hi ng</ chopti onhd>
<chdeschd>Or El se thi s</'chdeschd>
</ chhead> ] ) ]
<chr ow><chopti on>Do thi s</choption>
<chdesc>and this wll haﬁpen_</ chdesc></ chr ow>
<chr ow><chopt i on>Do t hat </ chopti on>
<chdesc>and that w || happen</chdesc></chrow>
</ choi cet abl e>
</ st ep>
chdesc

The <chdesc> element is a description of an option that a user chooses while performing
a step to accomplish a task. It explains why the user would choose that option, and might
explain the result of the choice when it is not immediately obvious.

Contains

( text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or g or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
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or object or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or indextermref or indexterm ) (any
number)

Contained by
chrow

Inheritance
topic / stentry , task / chdesc

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?

Value

xml:lang)

%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable

specentry

The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default header title for a
specialized stentry element. Not intended
for direct use by authors.

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

chdeschd

Example

<st ep><cnd>Then t hi s</ cnd>
<subst eps> . . .
<subst ep i nmportance="opti onal "><cnmd>whi ch i s done by doi ng
t hi s</ cnmd></ subst ep> ] )
<substep i nportance="required"><cnmd>and then this.</cnmi></substep>
</ subst eps>
<choi cet abl e> ) ]
<chr ow><chopt i on>Do t hi s</ chopti on>
<chdesc>and this w || happen</chdesc></chrow>
<chr ow><chopt i on>Do t hat </ chopti on>
<chdesc>and that w |l happen</chdesc></chrow>
</ choi cet abl e>
</ st ep>

The <chdeschd> option provides a specific label for the list of descriptions of options that
a user must choose to accomplish a step of a task. The default label overridden by
<chdeschd> is Description.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u or i or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or indextermref or indexterm ) (any
number)

Contained by
chhead
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Inheritance
topic / stentry , task / chdeschd
Attributes
Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default header title for a
specialized stentry element. Not intended
for direct use by authors.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<st ep><cmd>Then t hi s</ cnd>
<choi cet abl e>
<chhead> . .
<chopt i onhd>Do sonethln?</chopt|0nhd>
i s<

<chdeschd>Or Else th

chdeschd>

</ chhead> ] ) )
<chr ow><chopti on>Do t hi s</chopti on>
<chdesc>and this wll haﬁpen</ chdesc></ chr ow>
0

<chr ow><choption>Do that</c
<chdesc>and that will

ption>

</ choi cet abl e>

happen</ chdesc></ chr ow>

</ st ep>
choption

The <choption> element describes an option that a user could choose to accomplish a
step of a task. In a user interface, for example, this might be the name of radio button.
Contains
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u oriortt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or indextermref or indexterm ) (any
number)
Contained by
chrow
Inheritance
topic / stentry , task / choption
Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
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Value

A set of related attributes, described at
%univ-atts;

%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
%id-atts;, translate,
xml:lang)

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

specentry The specialized entry attribute allows
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default header title for a
specialized stentry element. Not intended

for direct use by authors.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

class, outputclass

Example

<st ep><cmd>Then t hi s</ cnd>
<choi cet abl e>
<chhead> ) )
<chopti onhd>Do sonet hi ng</ chopti onhd>
<chdeschd>And t hi s happens</chdeschd>
</ chhead> ]
<chr ow><chopt i on>Do
<chdesc>and this
<chr ow><choption>Do that</c
<chdesc>and that will
</ choi cet abl e>
</ st ep>

t hi s</ chopti on>
pti on>

choptionhd

will haﬂpen</ chdesc></ chr ow>
0

happen</ chdesc></ chr ow>

The <choptionhd> element provides a specific label for the list of options that a user

chooses from to accomplish a step. The default label for options is Option.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u oriortt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or indextermref or indexterm ) (any

number)

Contained by

chhead

Inheritance

topic / stentry , task / choptionhd

Attributes

Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value

%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
specentry The specialized entry attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No

architects of specialized types to define a
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fixed or default header title for a
specialized stentry element. Not intended
for direct use by authors.

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

Example

<st ep><cnmd>Then t hi s</ cnd>
<choi cet abl e>

<chhead> . .
<chopti onhd>Do sonet hi ng</ chopti onhd>
<chdeschd>And t hi s happens</ chdeschd>

</ chhead> ] ) ]

<chr ow><chopti on>Do thi s</choption>

<chdesc>and this will haﬁpen</ chdesc></ chr ow>
0

<chr ow><chopti on>Do t hat </ chopti on>
<chdesc>and that wi |l happen</chdesc></chrow>
</ choi cet abl e>
</ st ep>
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Body elements

alt

The body elements support the most common types of content authoring for topics:
paragraphs, lists, phrases, figures, and other common types of exhibits in a document.

The alt element provides an element equivalent of the al t attribute on the image
element. As an element, it provides direct text entry within an XML editor and is more

easily accessed than an attribute for translation.

The use of the alt attribute is deprecated but still supported. The alt element is the
preferred way of indicating alternative text for an image.

Contains

(text data or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or
varname or wintitle or term ) (any number)

Contained by

image

Inheritance

topic / alt

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

The markup for alt text within an image looks like this:

cite

<i mage href="tip-ing.jpg"
<alt>Here's apTi pP<J/ g?t
</i mage>

>

The <cite> element is used when you need a bibliographic citation that refers to a book or
article. It specifically identifies the title of the resource. Its keyref attribute allows the
citation to be associated to other possible bibliographic processing (not supported yet).

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or ¢ or boolean or state
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or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or varname or
wintitle or tm ) (any number)

Contained by
section , example , desc, p, note, Iq, q, sli, li, itemgroup, dt, dd, pre, lines, ph,
stentry , draft-comment , fn, linkinfo , entry , prereq, context , cmd , info , tutorialinfo ,
stepxmp , choice , choptionhd , chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult , result , postreq
, refsyn , proptypehd , propvaluehd , propdeschd , proptype , propvalue , propdesc ,
screen,b,u,i,tt,sup, sub, codeph, codeblock, pt, pd, synnote

Inheritance

topic / cite
Attributes

Name Description Data Type Default | Required?
Value
keyref Currently not implemented in DITA NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
processors. Provides a key that a process
can use to look up the location of the cited
material, and potentially create a link to it.
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

_T_p>The online article <cite>Specialization in the Darwin | nformation
yprn . . . . .

Ar chi ?ect ure</cite> provides a detail ed explanati on of how to define new
topi c types. </ p>

desc

The <desc> element contains the description of the current element. A description should
provide more information than the title.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or image ) (any number)

Contained by
fig , object , xref, link , linklist , table

Inheritance
topic / desc

Attributes
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Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%id-atts; (id, conref) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts; entity applicable applicable
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

class, outputclass

Example

<fig><title>The Handshake</titl e>

<desSc>Thi s |maﬁe shows two hands cl asped in a formal,

busi ness- | i ke handshake, </ desc>

<i mage href="handshake. j pg" alt="The Handshake"/>

</fig>

dd

The definition description (<dd>) element contains the description of a term in a definition

list entry.

Contains

( text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or itemgroup or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn

or indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by

dlentry

Inheritance

topic / dd

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

class, outputclass

Example
See dl

ddhd

53




DITA Language Reference

The definition descriptions heading (<ddhd>) element contains an optional heading or
title for a column of descriptions or definitions in a definition list

Contains

( text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or g or boolean or state
or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or varname or
wintitle or tm or image ) (any number)

Contained by

dihead
Inheritance
topic / ddhd
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
Seedl.
dl

A definition list (<dI>) is a list of terms and corresponding definitions. The term (<dt>) is
usually presented flush left. The description or definition (<dt>) is usually presented either
indented and on the next line, or on the same line to the right of the term.

You can also provide an optional heading for the terms and definitions, using the
<dlhead> element, which contains header elements for those columns. The default
formatting for the <dlhead> looks like a table with a heading row.

Contains

( (dlhead ) (optional) then ( dlentry ) (one or more) )

Contained by

body , section , example , desc, p, note, Iq, li, itemgroup , dd , fig , stentry ,
draft-comment , fn, linkinfo , entry , conbody , prereq , context , info , tutorialinfo ,

stepxmp , choice , choptionhd , chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult, result , postreq
, refsyn , proptypehd , propvaluehd , propdeschd , propdesc , pd

Inheritance
topic / dl

Attributes
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Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
compact Indicates close vertical spacing between | (yes | no) “yes” No
the list items. Expanded spacing is the
default value. The output result of
compact spacing depends on the
processor or browser. Allowed values are:
yes
Indicates compact spacing.
no
Indicates expanded spacing.
%univ-atts; (Yselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Examples
Simple:
<d| >
<dl entry>

<dt >Byt es returned</dt>

<dd>The nunber of bytes of data returned. </ dd>
</dl entry>

<dl entry>

<dt >Byt es avai | abl e</ dt > ]

<dd>The nunber of bytes of data avail able to be returned. </ dd>
</dl entry>

<dl ent r y><dt >Hand| e</ dt >

<dd>The  returned handl e val ue</ dd>

<;glentry>

< >

With heading:

<dl >
<dl head> ] )
<dt hd>l mage File Vi ew Sel ecti on</dt hd>
<ddhd>Resul ti ng | nformati on</ ddhd>
</ dl head>
<dl ent r?/>
<dt>File Type</dt>
<dd>l nmage's fil e extensi on</dd>
</dl entry>
<dl entry>
<dt >l nage C ass</dt > )
<dd>l nage is raster, vector, netafile or 3D</dd>
</dl entry>
<dl entry>
<dt >Nunber of pages</dt>
<dd>Nunber of pages in the imge</dd>
</dlentry>
<dl entry>
<dt >Font s</ dt > ) o
<dd>Nanes of the fonts contained within a vector image</dd>
féﬂlentry>
< >
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dlentry
In a definition list, each list item is defined by the definition list entry (<dlentry>) element.
The definition list entry element includes a term <dt> and one or more definitions or
descriptions <dd> of that term.
Contains
((dt) (one or more) then (dd ) (one or more) )
Contained by
di
Inheritance
topic / dlentry
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example
See dl
dlhead
The <dlhead> element contains optional headings for the term and description columns
in a definition list. The definition list heading contains a heading <dthd> for the column of
terms and an optional heading <ddhd>for the column of descriptions.
Contains
( (dthd ) (optional) then ( ddhd ) (optional) )
Contained by
dl
Inheritance
topic / dlhead
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
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%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

Example
Seedl.
dt
The definition term <dt> element contains a term in a definition list entry.
Contains
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or image ) (any number)
Contained by
dlentry
Inheritance
topic / dt
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
keyref Currently not implemented in DITA NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
processors. Provides a key that a process
can use to look up associated information.
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
Example
Seedl.
dthd

The definition term heading (<dthd>) element is contained in a definition list head
(<dlhead>) and provides an optional heading for the column of terms in a description list.
Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or g or boolean or state
or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or varname or
wintitle or tm or image ) (any number)

Contained by
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dihead
Inheritance
topic / dthd
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example
See dl.

fig

The figure (<fig>) element is a display context (sometimes called an “exhibit” ) with an
optional title for a wide variety of content. Most commonly, the figure element contains an
image element (a graphic or artwork), but it can contain several kinds of text objects as
well. A title is placed inside the figure element to provide a caption to describe the

content.

Contains

((title ) (optional) then ( desc ) (optional) then ( figgroup or p or Ig or note or dl or parml
or ul or ol or sl or pre or codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or image or object or
simpletable ) (any number) )

Contained by
body , section , example , p, note, Iq, li, itemgroup , dd , stentry , draft-comment, fn ,
entry , conbody , prereq , context, info , tutorialinfo , stepxmp , choice , choptionhd ,
chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult, result, postreq , refsyn , proptypehd ,
propvaluehd , propdeschd , pd

Inheritance
topic / fig
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%display-atts; (scale, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
frame, expanse) %(display-atts; entity applicable applicable
%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
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authors.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<fig expanse="col um"><titl e>The Handshake</titl e>
<i mage href="handshake.j pg" alt="The Handshake"/>

</fig>
figgroup
The <figgroup> element is used only for specialization at this time. Figure groups can be
used to contain multiple cross-references, footnotes or keywords, but not multipart
images. Multipart images in DITA should be represented by a suitable media type
displayed by the <object> element.
Contains
((title ) (optional) then ( figgroup or xref or fn or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or
msgph or userinput or systemoutput or b or u or i or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or
menucascade or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum or
varname or wintitle ) (any number) )
Contained by
fig , figgroup
Inheritance
topic / figgroup
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes
image

Include artwork or images in a DITA topic by using the <image> element. The <image>
element has optional attributes that indicate whether the placement of the included
graphic or artwork should be inline (like a button or icon), or on a separate line for a
larger image. An href attribute is required on the image element, as this attribute creates
a pointer to the image, and allows the output formatting processor to bring the image into
the text flow. To make the intent of the image more accessible for users using screen
readers or text-only readers, always include a description of the image's content in the alt
element.
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Contains

(alt) (optional)

Contained by
title , shortdesc , body , section , example , desc, p, note, Iq, sli, li, itemgroup , dthd ,
ddhd, dt, dd, fig, ph, stentry , draft-comment , fn , xref , linkinfo , entry , conbody ,
prereq, context , cmd , info , tutorialinfo , stepxmp , choice , choptionhd , chdeschd ,
choption , chdesc , stepresult, result , postreq , refsyn , proptypehd , propvaluehd ,

propdeschd , proptype , propvalue , propdesc , uicontrol , pt, pd , imagemap

Inheritance
topic / image

Attributes

Name

Description

Data Type

Default
Value

Required?

href

The relative path or URL to the GIF or
JPEG image. The href attribute uses
conventional URL syntax to point to the
resource:

href ="../images/ construction. gif

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

keyref

Currently not implemented in DITA
processors. Provides a key that a process
can use to refer to the <image> by a key
rather than referencing it directly.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

alt

Alternative text that describes the image
to provide accessibility to page readers,
or provides a text description when an
image cannot be displayed by the user's
software. The alt attribute is deprecated;
use the alt element instead.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

longdescref

A reference to a textual description of the
graphic. This attribute supports creating
accessible content.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

height

Indicates the maximum height of an
image.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

width

Indicates the maximum width of an image.

NMTOKEN

#IMPLIED

No

align

Controls the horizontal alignment of an
image when placement is specified as
"break." Allowable values
(processor-validated) are: left, right,
center, and current.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

placement

Indicates whether an image should be
displayed inline or separated from the
surrounding text. The default is inline.
Allowable values are: inline or break.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
%id-atts;, translate,
xml:lang)

A set of related attributes, described at
%univ-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable
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class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

keyword

Example

<i mage href="bi ke.gif" " placenent="break"><al t >Two- wheel ed
bi cycl e</ al t ></ i nage>

<keyword> represents a word or phrase with special significance in a particular domain.
In the general case, <keyword> elements typically do not have any special semantics
and processing associated with them, but can still be useful for organizing content for
reuse or special processing. <keyword> specializations are more meaningful and are
therefore preferable. <keyword> in the <keywords> element distinguishes a word or
phrase that describes the content of a topic (a topic description keyword). Topic
description keywords are typically used for searching, retrieval and classification
purposes.

Specialized elements derived from <keyword> may also have extended processing, such
as different formatting or automatic indexing. If the keyref attribute is used, or some other
method of key-based lookup based on the value of the element itself, then the keyword
can be turned into a hyperlink on output (not currently supported).

When DITA topics are output to XHTML, any <keyword> elements in the <keywords>
element are placed in the Web page metadata.

Contains

(text data or tm ) (any number)

Contained by

title , navtitle , searchtitle , shortdesc , section , example , desc, p, note, lq, q, sli, i,
itemgroup , dthd , ddhd , dt, dd , figgroup , pre, lines, ph, alt, stentry , draft-comment ,
fn, cite , xref , linktext , linkinfo , entry , author , source , publisher , copyrholder ,
category , keywords , prodname , brand , series , platform , prognum , featnum ,
component , indexterm , prereq , context , cmd , info , tutorialinfo , stepxmp , choice ,
choptionhd , chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult , result , postreq , refsyn,
proptypehd , propvaluehd , propdeschd , proptype , propvalue , propdesc , uicontrol ,
screen, b ,u,i,tt, sup, sub, codeph, codeblock , var , oper, delim, sep, pt, pd,
fragref , synnote , repsep , msgph , msgblock , filepath , userinput , systemoutput ,
coords

Inheritance
topic / keyword

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?

Value

keyref

Currently not implemented in DITA NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
processors. Provides a key that a process
can use to associate the <keyword> with
another topic that provides more details
for that particular keyword.

%univ-atts; (Y%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
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xml:lang)

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

PE not Not
applicable applicable

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

parameter
entity

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<p>Thg <keywor d>assert </ keywor d> pragna statenent allows nmessages to be
asse

o the enmulator, pre-conpiler, etc..

A list (<li>) item is a single item in an ordered <ol> or unordered <ul> list. When a DITA
topic is formatted for output, numbers and alpha characters are usually output with list
items in ordered lists, while bullets and dashes are usually output with list items in
unordered lists.

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or
codeblock or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image
or object or table or simpletable or itemgroup or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn
or indextermref or indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by

ul, ol
Inheritance
topic / i
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

<ul >

<li>This is an itemin an unordered list.</li>

</ul >

lines

The <lines> element may be used to represent dialogs, lists, text fragments, and so forth.
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The <lines> element is similar to <pre> in that hard line breaks are preserved, but the
font style is not set to monospace, and extra spaces inside the lines are not preserved.

Contains

( text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or

boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or indextermref or

indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by
body , section , example , desc, p, note, Iq, li , itemgroup , dd , fig , stentry ,
draft-comment , fn, linkinfo , entry , conbody , prereq , context , info , tutorialinfo ,
stepxmp , choice , choptionhd , chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult , result , postreq
, refsyn , proptypehd , propvaluehd , propdeschd , propdesc , pd

Inheritance
topic / lines
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
%display-atts; (scale, A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
frame, expanse) %display-atts; entity applicable applicable
%univ-atts; (%select-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
spectitle The specialized title attribute allows CDATA #IMPLIED No
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.
xml:space This attribute is provided on <pre>, (preserve) #FIXED Yes
<lines>, and on elements specialized from ‘preserve’
them. It ensures that parsers in editors
and transforms respect the line-end
characters that are part of the data in
those elements. It is intended to be part of
the default properties of these elements,
and not for authors to change or delete.
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%global-atts; entity applicable applicable
class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other
common DITA attributes

Example

On a trip to the beach, don't forget:

<l i nes>

suntan | otion
sungl asses
a beach towel

</lines>
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lq
The long quote (<lg>) element indicates content quoted from another source. Use the
guote element <g> for short, inline quotations, and long quote <lg> for quotations that are
too long for inline use, following normal guidelines for quoting other sources. You can
store a URL to the source of the quotation in the href attribute.
Contains
(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u ori or tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or q or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or note or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or codeblock
or msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image or object or
table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or indextermref or
indexterm ) (any humber)
Contained by
body , section , example , desc, p, hote, li, itemgroup , dd , fig , stentry , draft-comment
, In, linkinfo , entry , conbody , prereq , context , info , tutorialinfo , stepxmp , choice ,
choptionhd , chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult , result , postreq , refsyn ,
proptypehd , propvaluehd , propdeschd , propdesc, pd
Inheritance
topic / Iq
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
href A hyperlink representing a bibliographic CDATA #IMPLIED No
citation to resources that can be accessed
by browsers (meaning a URL). The href
attribute identifies the destination of the
resource using conventional URL syntax.
keyref Currently not implemented in DITA NMTOKEN | #IMPLIED No
processors. Provides a key that a process
can use to look up associated information.
type Indicates the location of the source of the | (external | #IMPLIED No
quote. Allowable values are: internal |
external bibliographic)
the href is to a Web site
internal
the href is to a DITA topic
bibliographic
the href is to a specialized
bibliographic topic. Currently not
supported in DITA.
reftitle The title of the document or topic being CDATA #IMPLIED No
quoted.
%univ-atts; (Yoselect-atts;, | A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not
%id-atts;, translate, %univ-atts; entity applicable applicable
xml:lang)
%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc) A set of related attributes, described at parameter PE not Not

64



DITA Language Reference

%global-atts; entity applicable applicable

class, outputclass Common attributes described in Other

common DITA attributes

note

Example

<p>This is the first line of the address that . .
raham Li ncol n delivered on Novenber 19, 1863 for the dedication
of the cenetery at Cettysburg, Pennsyl vani a. </ p> )
<l g>Four score and seveh years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent a new . ) o
nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all
men
are created equal . </l g>

A <note> element contains information, differentiated from the main text, which expands
on or calls attention to a particular point.

Tip: Variant types of note (tip, caution, danger, restriction, etc.) can be indicated through
values selected on the type attribute. This note is typed as a “tip.”

Contains

(text data or ph or codeph or synph or filepath or msgph or userinput or systemoutput or
b or u orior tt or sup or sub or uicontrol or menucascade or term or xref or cite or g or
boolean or state or keyword or option or parmname or apiname or cmdname or msgnum
or varname or wintitle or tm or p or Ig or dl or parml or ul or ol or sl or pre or codeblock or
msgblock or screen or lines or fig or syntaxdiagram or imagemap or image or object or
table or simpletable or draft-comment or required-cleanup or fn or indextermref or
indexterm ) (any number)

Contained by

body , section , example , desc, p, Iq, li, itemgroup , dd , fig , stentry , draft-comment ,
fn, linkinfo , entry , conbody , prereq , context , info , tutorialinfo , stepxmp , choice ,
choptionhd , chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult , result , postreq , refsyn ,
proptypehd , propvaluehd , propdeschd , propdesc , pd

Inheritance
topic / note

Attributes

Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?

Value

type

Defines the type of a note. For example, if | (note | tip | “note” No
the note is a tip, the word Tip is used to fastpath |
draw the reader's attention to it. If type is | restriction |

set to other, the value of the othertype important |
attribute is used. If you use othertype, remember |
there needs to be a stylesheet or attention |

transform override that does something caution |
with the information, or it will be ignored. | danger |
Allowable values for the type attribute are: | other)

note

This is just a note.
attention
Please pay extra attention to this
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note.

caution

Care is required when
proceeding. For example:

<not e .
type="caution">Contents
nmay be erased. </ note>

produces:
CAUTION: You may reformat
your hard drive.

danger

Important! Be aware of this
before doing anything else. For
example:

<not e type="danger">You may
hurt yoursel f!</'not e>

produces:
DANGER: You may hurt yourself!

fastpath
This note will speed you on your
way.
important
This note is important.
remember
Don't forget to do what this note
says.
restriction
You can't do what this note says.
tip
This is a fine little tip.
other

This is something other than a
normal note.

spectitle

The specialized title attribute allows
architects of specialized types to define a
fixed or default title for a specialized
element. Not intended for direct use by
authors.

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

othertype

Indicates an alternate note type, when the
type is not available in the type attribute
value list. This value is used as the
user-provided note title when the type
attribute value is set to "other."

CDATA

#IMPLIED

No

%univ-atts; (%select-atts;,
%id-atts;, translate,
xml:lang)

A set of related attributes, described at
%univ-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

%global-atts; (xtrf, xtrc)

A set of related attributes, described at
%global-atts;

parameter
entity

PE not
applicable

Not
applicable

class, outputclass

Common attributes described in Other
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common DITA attributes

Example
This example:

n neadow, or cool

ee
be nore

<note type="tip">Thi nking of a seashore, g
mount ai n overl ook can hel'p you to relax an

pati ent. </ not e>

r
d

produces this result:
Tip: Thinking of a seashore, green meadow, or cool mountain overlook can help you to
relax and be more patient.

object
DITA's <object> element corresponds to the HTML <object> element. The <object>
element allows authors to include animated images, applets, plug-ins, ActiveX controls,
video clips, and other multimedia objects in a topic for rendering after transformation to
HTML.
Contains
( (desc) (optional) then ( param ) (any number) )
Contained by
body , section , example , p, note, Iq, li, itemgroup , dd , fig , stentry , draft-comment ,
fn, entry , conbody , prereq, context, info , tutorialinfo , stepxmp , choice , choptionhd ,
chdeschd , choption , chdesc , stepresult, result, postreq , refsyn , proptypehd ,
propvaluehd , propdeschd , pd
Inheritance
topic / object
Attributes
Name Description Data Type | Default | Required?
Value
declare When this attribute is set to declare, the No
current object definition is a declaration
only. The object must be instantiated by a
later nested object definition referring to
this declaration.
classid Contains a URL that specifies the location | CDATA #IMPLIED No
of an object's implementation. It can be
used together with the data attribute
which is specified relative to the value of
the codebase attribute.
codebase Specifies the base path (a URL) used for | CDATA #IMPLIED No
resolving the URL values given for
classid, data, and archive attributes. If
codebase is not set, the default is the
base URL of the current document.
data Contains a reference to the location of an | CDATA #IMPLIED No

object's data. If this attribute is a URL, it is
specified relative to the value of 